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Learn About Write Score

We are pleased to share our exclusive Florida B.E.S.T. Standards Writing Program with you.

Write Score provides much-needed resources to educators with its professionally-scored
formative writing assessments and instructional resources aligned to the Florida B.E.S.T.
Standards. Write Score measures student achievement and informs efforts to improve
teaching and learning with data-driven analytical reports. Data results are utilized to identify
students who have not achieved content standards, provide educators with feedback for
instruction, and identify strengths and weaknesses for planning educational intervention with
our instructional support resources.

Why Choose Us Our Services

State standards-aligned

Nearly 20 years of essay scoring service has given assessments
us insights to the patterns and trends in students'
writing. Standards-aligned
writing curriculum
Schools and districts count on Write Score each Professionally-scored essays and
year, as educators see our service as invaluable comprehensive data

asset to their writing initiatives.

Our curriculum and professional scoring service
sets us apart from other writing solutions.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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Professionally-Scored Essay Service

e Professional scoring of essay writing tasks

e 20 years of service and more than 9,400,000 essays of scoring experience

e Quick, objective, and reliable data

e Analytic data to pinpoint students’ strengths and weaknesses

e Scoring accuracy bolstered by continuous monitoring from Write Score’s scoring
directors utilizing back scoring, calibration assessments, and reporting to ensure
accuracy

Florida's B.E.S.T. Standards-Aligned Assessments

e Writing assessments for Expository, Argumentative (3-12), and Narrative (K-2) tasks.

e Culminating writing pieces that require students to use or cite textual evidence, as
needed

e Assessment-specific student essay exemplars (for post-writing assessment review)

e Online or paper/pencil assessments (i.e. pre-printed answer sheets, pre-sorted by
class and delivered directly to your school for easy classroom administration)

Online Data Platform with Customized Reports

e Administrative Data Reports with detailed analytical and summative reports at the
class, school, and grade levels

e Teacher's Class Performance Data Reports with access to students’ responses

e Individual Student Data Reports accessible to students through portal

e Excel data file exportability for data management systems

Instructional Support Resources

e Data-driven instructional resources to engage a diverse style of learners

e Lesson plans aligned to the Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards

e Engaging Presentations, Teacher's Editions, and Student Handouts

e Professional resources and conference templates to facilitate effective use of formative
data

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713 (866) 456-0590
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Writing Assessments

Write Score is ready for Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards across all grade levels...

e Assessment alignment to Florida's B.E.S.T. Writing test for all assessed genres:
narrative, expository, and argumentative.
e Professional scoring service with data aligned to the state’s 12-point rubric.

We provide formative literacy assessments aligned to your state standards and selected
grade levels. These assessments are built to look and feel like the state assessment students
will ultimately take; accessible to students through our online student assessment system or in
paper/pencil format.

Grades K-12 B.E.S.T. - Aligned Writing Assessments include Expository, Argumentative,
and Narrative Writing.

Students will be focused on developing comprehension strategies that will enable them to
manipulate grade-level texts of appropriate complexity and communicate effectively in
writing. Students will begin to anchor their responses firmly to the text using specific and
relevant evidence to support their claims and inferences.

Argumentative Writing — a reasoned, logical way of demonstrating that the writer’s position,
belief, or conclusion is valid. Students will make and defend claims regarding informational
topics, analyze sources, and draw on text-based evidence.

Expository Writing — Students will draw on text-based evidence to develop controlling ideas
focused on a specific topic and work to incorporate relevant facts, information, and details
effectively.

Narrative Writing (only assessed in K-2) — In kindergarten and first grade, students will read
narrative passages and respond by retelling elements from the story.
Kindergarten includes opportunities for students to draw, label, and write,
while first grade includes writing only. In second grade, students
will read a source that will serve as inspiration for writing an
original narrative.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713 (866) 456-0590



QO

e

Write $core Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards-Aligned Formative Instruction

Analytical Essay Scoring

Write Score's professional scoring service is designed to provide educators with quick,
objective, and reliable data on students’ essays. With 20 years of experience and more than
9,400,000 essays scored, our scoring team provides analytical data that pinpoints students'
strengths and weaknesses in writing. Our scoring approach is supported by continuous
monitoring from Write Score's scoring directors. Calibration assessments and quality control
checks are utilized to ensure that our scoring is consistent and accurate.

Each student’s essay is scored analytically using data points that align directly with state
assessment rubrics.

Our results go beyond just reporting raw scores for each of the three reporting categories:
The B.E.S.T categories are Purpose & Structure, Development, and Language. Within those
reporting categories, scores for specific response details, such as introductions, transitions,
and focus help identify weaknesses within a student’s writing and in making instructional
decisions.

L

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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A Write Score Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards-Aligned Formative Instruction

The 21-page teacher resource guide is designed to provide detailed information about the
rubric, reporting categories, and response details Write Score utilizes in scoring.

. Fip i)

~®Write Score

Scoring Rubric: Development

The student response provides skillful development of support for the central idea or claim,
which demonstrates thorouah understandina of the topic. Evidence from source material is

Responses earn scores by displaying most of the descriptors in a given score point.

Scoring Rubric: Purpose/Structure

The central idea or claim is focused on the task and consistently maintained throughout. The
student response includes an organizational structure that strengthens the response and
allows for advancement of the central idea or argument. The response includes an effective
4 introduction and conclusion and the consistent use of a variety of transitional strategies that
connect ideas between and among paragraphs, enhancing the progression of the piece.

The central idea or claim is focused on the task and generally maintained throughout. The =
student response includes an organizational structure that allows for advancement of the
central idea or argument. The response includes a sufficient introduction and conclusion that
3 contribute to a sense of completeness and a variety of transitional strategies that connect
ideas between and among paragraphs.

The central idea or claim may be unclear, loosely related, or insufficiently sustained. The
student response includes an organizational structure that may be repetitive or inconsistent,
which may disrupt the progression and/or advancement of ideas. The response may include an
2 introduction and/or conclusion, but they may be repetitive, simplistic, or otherwise ineffective.
Transitions may lack variety in their attempt to connect ideas.

The central idea or claim may be absent, ambiguous, and/or confusing, demonstrating a lack !
of awareness of the task. The student response shows little or no discernible organizational
1 structure. The response may be missing the introduction and/or conclusion, or the included
introduction and/or conclusion may be unrelated and/or confusing. Transitions may be absent Lc
or confusing.

Student responses will receive zeros if they are:
O - Too brief

- Wiritten in a language other than English
- Off topic

- Copied from the text

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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Reporting Categories & Response Details

Three reporting categories contain 44 specific response details with an explanation of each
detail. For each response detail, there are writing tips to help both teachers and students in
the specific area of writing.

“i Write Score

Below you will find each
detail is located on the fc

PURPOSE/STRUCTUF

Strong Introduction
Sufficient Introduction
Weak Introduction
Missing Introduction

Strong Progression
Sufficient Progression
Weak Progression

Strong Conclusion
Sufficient Conclusion
Weak Conclusion
Missing Conclusion

Strong Transitions
Sufficient Transitions
Weak Transitions
Missing Transitions

Strong Focus
Sufficient Focus
Weak Focus
Insufficient Focus

Zeros: Blank, Not Enough, Incor
Copied Text, Off Topic (convent
off-topic essays)

Limited Response: Essays that 2
score (but too long to receive 2
as Limited Responses. Scores wi
with all the lowest Response De

Write $core

Response Details and Writing Tips: Purpose/Structure

The structure of a response refers to its organization. A well-structured paper includes a
strong introduction; a logical, well-executed progression of ideas; use of varied transitions;
and a strong conclusion. Essays marked with any of the following response details receive a
score of 0-3 in Purpose/Structure (based on the quality of demonstrated, as well as the
quality of the other elements in this scoring category).

Sufficient Introduction — This marked response detail indicates that the introduction is
somewhat effective and that it adequately sets the stage for the information contained in the
essay. Stronger introductions are concise, engaging, and well written; they provide the reader
with the writer’s initial impressions of the piece, the writing style, and the overall quality of the
response.

Weak Introduction — This marked response detail indicates that the introduction is ineffective.
An ineffective introduction (one that is vague, disorganized, error-filled, too brief, or boring) may
create a negative impression. It does not engage the reader, nor does it set the stage for the rest
of the essay.

Missing Introduction — This marked response detail indicates that the introduction
is omitted. Please note: in essays that consist of only one total small paragraph,
introductions may be marked as “missing.”

Writing Tips: Introductions

Remind students to:

¢ Introduce their claim or topic clearly with specific reasons or points.

e Use a beginning or opening strategy practiced in class such as a draw-in question, a
quotation, a description, or a startling fact.

e Begin with the subject (claim or topic) followed by the verb. For example, write Birds
fly south in order to... rather than [ think birds fly south because...

¢ Use a beginning modeled after one used in an editorial, news article, informational
book, or informational article.

e Consider who will be reading their essay. Audience can help determine the kind of
words to use in the beginning and throughout the rest of the essay.

e Be creative so you get the reader excited about reading your essay.

7 COPYRIGHT WRITE SCORE LLC
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Analytical Data Reports

Write Score's writing assessments result in powerful data for educators seeking to improve
their students' performance through formative instruction. Our analytical data provides
specific insights at the grade, class, and individual student levels.

Administrative Data Reports give school leaders and coaches the information they need to
stay informed on their school’s progress. This aggregated data view allows the ability to spot
trends and areas for improvement for targeted feedback and support to teachers.

Teacher's Class Performance Data Reports provide a valuable outline of individual student
essay performance, helping teachers tailor their instruction to meet the needs of each
student.

Individual Student Data Reports are accessible to students through our online portal,
empowering them to take ownership of their learning and track their progress over time.

With Excel data file exportability, our data can easily be integrated into your existing data
management systems. Trust Write Score's data to help you drive student success.
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STUDENTS RECEIVING EACH SCORE GRADE LEVEL AVERAGES STUDENTS AT AVERAGE BREAKS
(# students - %) 0-6: Below, 7-9: Avg, 10-12: Above

W-=00-4% [ =5029%) ©.09 /12 RAW SCORE
\ Il =1 (0-0%) =6 (3-13%) 2/ 4 Purpose and Structure 12 E i
— W -=20-0% =7 2-9%) 1.86/ 4 Development 9
l :3 @ : 8(2-9%) 223/ 4 Language 6
=4 (418%) [ =9 (6-27%)
[l =10 (0-0%) 3
=11 (0-0%) 0
=12 (0-0%) (_% ? %
g g
AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT
Includes scores of Weak, Missing or Insufficient
Purpose and Structure: Development: Language:
Conclusion 14 students (63%) Dev of Support 14 students (63%) Word Choice 4 students  (18%)
Focus 13 students (59%) Attributions 9students  (40%) Sentence Formation 4 students (18%)
Introduction 11 students (50%) Capitalization 3 students  (13%)
s I PURPOSE AND STRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT LANGUAGE
s
¢ % HEW:
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H, Lesley 2 1 2 5 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
T, Rihanna 3 3 3 e 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
P, Braden 1 1 2 4 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X
C, Zaine 1 1 1 3 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
M, Madison 2 2 2] 6 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
B, Miley 1 1 2] 4 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
K, Kinsley 3 3 2 8 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
J, Mackinslee 1 1 2 4 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X
D, Ariyanna 2 2 2 6 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
R, Dillon 2 2 2 6 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
W, Charlotte 3 3 3 9 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X
W, Damion o 0 o] o] 1
W, Gavin 1 1 2 4 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
P, Morgan a8 3 &) 9 1 X X X X X X X X X X X
A, Emera 3 3 9 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X
A, Haydan 1 1 1 3 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
C, Alyvia 3 3 B 9 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X
W, Destiny 3 2 3 8 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X
W, River 2 2 3 7 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
L, Tyshaun 2 2 3 7 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
3, Ollie 2 1 2 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
C, Kenna 3 3 3 9 1 X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Totals 2(186(223 /609 |22|0(10|10(1 |3 |12|6|0|7 N|3|/0/N|1WO|O0|O0C|8|7|6|0|7|(12/2(12(0|9|0(17|4|5/|13/3|9|12|0|12(7 |2 |4|14|3|0 (17| 4
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Ready-made guides for effectively using Write Score data are included so that teachers can
spend valuable time focusing on instruction knowing that a solid actionable improvement

plan is just a click away. The scope of support ranges from data discussion outlines and

student goal setting templates, to writing certificates and awards for writing progress.

Everything is included to link assessment results to instructional practice with ease.

;AiWrite Score

5 ways to dig into your data

1. DISCUSS THE DATA t
to do well in their essay
Then, try these three si
Department Meeting, ¢

Looking for something |

2. SHARE THE RESULTS
end up doing with it —s

* Teacher-Level D
details to identif

lessons that will

chats with your

+ Student-Level D

make a powerfu

student data ch

goals with their

3. USE THE RESOURCES
areas of writing. Write ¢
to the data. Students hi
lessons for those —and
assessment, we provide
with good writing pract

4. SET WRITING GOAL
student basis. There ar¢
writing trait, or overall |
can help motivate ever
sheet, try the data chat
their goals and their dat

5. CELEBRATE HARD Wi
for students are quick a
faculty meeting is absol
their students on imprc

WEeAK CONCLUSION

Weak conclusions are
ineffective, An ineffective
conclusion (vague,
disorganized, error-filled, too
brief, or boring) may create a
negative impression. It does
not engage the reader, nor
does it provide closure to the
essay.

INSTRUCTIONAL CONNECTORS

Instructional Activities — found in Teacher Resources and/or this Resource
Understand the meaning and purpose of an effective conclusion.
Compare sample papers without an effective conclusion and papers
with an effective conclusion.

Practice using the 3 R’s Conclusion Strategy.
Gather several informational bocks and articles to study how
conclusions are written.

Questions to Ask the Writer

v (Can you explain the difference between a cliché conclusion and an
effective conclusion?

¥ How might rereading each paragraph help you gather information you
could use when summarizing key points in your conclusion?

v What is most challenging to you when you come to writing your
conclusions?

v' Can you give an example of how a 3 R’s conclusion might sound.

v How might your introduction help you when you write a conclusion?

MISSING CONCLUSION

Without a conclusion, there is
no closure to the response.
Essays that are missing the
conclusions leave the reader
hanging.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713

Instructional Activities — found in Teacher Resources and/or this Resource
Understand the purpose of conclusions.
View samples of conclusions, such as those found in exemplar papers
and lesson plans.
Understand the characteristics that belong in effective conclusions.
Use sentence strips on students’ writing paper as they learn the
structural parts of a piece of writing.

Questions to Ask the Writer

¥ Can you point to your conclusion and ask yourself if your readers are
left hanging in any way?

v' Look back at the paragraphs in your essay. What might you add to
those paragraphs that could help you when writing your conclusion?

v Have you tried writing a variety of different kinds of conclusions for the
same essay?

v Do you think about how you might write your conclusion when you are
making your plan?
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Instructional Resources

e Lesson plan-alignment to Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards

e Professional resources and tools available to educators, making learning about and
meeting new expectations simple.

e Resources will cover all assessed genres, narrative, expository, and argumentative.

Write Score’s targeted instruction to improve writing is further simplified with our one-click
bank of instructional materials, directly from the Educator Portal. Our engaging and
structured bank of lessons help keep students’ interest for optimal learning!

Write Score's lesson plans have been developed specifically to help meet students’ varying
instructional needs. Taken together, our lessons provide teachers with a robust bank of
classroom-ready materials. Lessons include a thorough explanation, teaching notes for each
component of the Gradual Release of Responsibility Model, Slide Presentations, and
accompanying handouts for students. Lessons are built upon best practices to meet the
demands of Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards, while engaging students in meaningful learning
experiences.

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

@ Targeted Lessons: Development & Attributions

» DEVELOPMENT OF SUPPORT - EVIDENCE
Analyzing Parts of a Text

Lesson-Introduction to Analyzing How a Particular Section Fits into a Text.pdf

s|is Bunup Aessz

PowerPoint Presentation.pptx
Text - Controlling Mealy Bugs.pdf

$921N059Y |euo|ssajo.id

Handout-Analyzing How a Particular Section Fits into a Text.pdf
INTERACTIVE Handout-Analyzing How a Particular Section Fits into a Text.pdf
TE - Analyzing How a Particular Section Fits into a Text.pdf

Introduction to Text-based Analysis

sAess3 Buosis Bunp ;seues uossea

Lesson - Text-based Analysis Intreduction.pdf

PowerPoint Presentation.pptx

Handout - Text-based Analysis An Introduction.pdf

INTERACTIVE Handout - Text-based Analysis An Introduction.pdf
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TE - Text-based Analysis An Introduction.pdf
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Text-based Analysis - Details That Matter
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Scope & Sequence/Pacing Guide Grades K-12 - a time-saving document provides an easy-
to-follow suggested order of topics and lessons to use with students. Divided into genre-
based units, each document provides educators with an option for using the resources in
day-to-day instruction.

Targeted Lesson Plans Grades K-12 — lesson plans aligned to each data point in our scoring
criteria, are available for topics ranging from introductions to attributions, and transitions to
development of support. Lessons include professionally-designed instructional activities and
lesson plans built to engage students and facilitate growth in both reading and writing.

Exemplar Essay Lesson Grades 2-12 — a powerful lesson that includes an annotated,
high-scoring exemplar essay. This lesson will breakdown and analyze the specific
writing characteristics on which students are assessed and provides guided questions
for student instructional activities. This lesson is provided after each assessment.

Instructional Connectors Grades 2-12— professional resources designed to help educators
understand the definitions and values of scored elements of essays (introductions,
conclusions, and so on). Each Instructional Connector includes detailed information,
examples, instructional suggestions, along with instructional practice for stronger writing
performance.

Strong Writer Lessons Grades 2-8 — a sequential, scaffolded writing focus designed to help
students build fundamental skills for text-based essays through gradual, logical instruction;
ideal for focus groups, and writing bootcamps.

Sharpen Up Videos Grades 3-5 - Engage students with this
series of animated writing videos that includes writing
strategies and practice.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713



QO

e

A Write $core

Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards-Aligned Formative Instruction

Scope & Sequence/Pacing Guides
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LI Spelling - Long E
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Sentence Formation — Sentence Scran|

Grade 1

Unit 2

Argumentative
(4 — 6 weeks)

Y Unit 3 e
‘-Eite $core EXPOSITORY - '\{"

(12-14 weeks)

o The expository lessons include both non-text-based and text-based expository writing.

* Instructional Connectors for all writing characteristics are available and include descriptions,
explanations of scoring, resources, & instructional strategies. Instructional Connectors are found
under “Professional Resources.”

Unit Description:

Writing Strong Paragraphs — Found in Daily Lesson Series, Paragraphs
Writing Non-Text-Based Expository Paragraphs (7 lessons)
Writing Text-Based Expository Paragraphs (10 lessons)
Getting Started with Text-Based Essays (4 lessons) — repeated from Unit 1; use as needed

Writing Strong Essays — Found in Daily Lesson Series, Essays
Text-based Essay Basics (9 lessons) — repeated from Unit 2; use as needed
Writing Text-Based Expository Essays (13 lessons)

Writing Lesson Title

Sharpen Up Video Lesson — Intraductions
Sharpen Up Video Lesson — Development
Sharpen Up Video Lesson — Attributions
Sharpen Up Video Lesson — Conclusions
Step-by-Step Expository Writing

Steps for Building an Awesome Essay
Writing to Inform

Expositary Introductions

Textual Evidence — Expository

Conventions Lesson Title

Punctuating Direct Quotations
Relative Pronauns

Forms of Verbs

Strengthening Sentences with Verbs
Sentence Variety

Vocabulary-Word Map

Developing Support — Expository
Paraphrasing vs. Plagiarizing
How to Avoid Copied Text
Writing with Elaboration — Expository
Logical Progression — Expository
Transition Words & Phrases
Effective Conclusions
Improving Conclusions
Grade 4 5

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713

Sharpen Up Video Lesson — Sentence Farmation
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Easy Implementation

We understand that transitioning to a new system can be daunting, which is why we have
developed a comprehensive implementation process to make it as seamless as possible.

Daily automated rostering with ClassLink™ and Clever™, provides a One-Click-Access to the
Write Score educator portal and testing platform. No password management, or manual
rostering necessary.

Our comprehensive menu of how-to items and instructional videos guide teachers through
every step of the Write Score experience.

d S ——
v . b
. cntﬁ‘ﬂjﬂ“‘lg u . : 0-

Post-Assessment ’

L]

5. DATA REVIEW PHASE

3. ASSESSMENT PHASE

2. ONBOARDING PHASE 4. POST ASSESSMENT PHASE 02:45

7. INSTRUCTIONAL CONTENT

HOW
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Administrators and teachers alike will find that Write Score’s Online Educator Portal is a
valuable tool for enriching classroom instruction, personalizing learning, and tracking
students’ growth. Our Educator Portal provides teachers and administrators with quick and
easy access to all the Write Score testing tools, data, and resources.

Teachers and administrators will find the information they need in their customized
dashboards including:

v' Step-by-step instructions, rosters, video tutorials, and test monitoring.

v' Student test monitoring in real time to quickly note overall class and grade-level
testing completion percentages, progress, and submission date.

v" Multiple detailed and accessible data reports facilitate the analysis of student
performance, helping instructors identify specific weaknesses, strengths, and trends.

v Alarge bank of engaging lesson plans and resources that correlate to data points,
helping simplify targeted instruction.

™3 . Jan31 X FL Writing Light in the Night
it Score = 5th Grade * Training FLSchool

G EACH SCORE GRADE LEVEL AVERAGES
WIN

6.25 /12 Raw scoRE
212/ 4 Pursose sag SucE
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e Purchase Order
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e Authorized Signature
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Grades K-5
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Assessment Student Copy

SHDRAS BERASH LAY ©

By Kelsey Johnston

One bright morning, Mommy had a surprise for Shandra. "We're going to the
beach today!” she said happily. Shandra loved the beach! She especially liked

Write Score rella, and the beach chairs.
ayed on sunscreen, so they

3ir towels, and left for the beach.

Kindergarten Narrative Task ad out all the beach toys. Then,
SHANDRA'S BEACH DAY 3. Finally, it was time to play!

kles. “Don't go in too far!”

DIRECTIONS

e Listen carefully and follow along with the story, “Shandra’s Beach Day.”

* Then, retell the story using drawings, labels, and writing

WRITING PROMPT

You just heard the story, “Shandra’s Beach Day.” Think about what happened in the story. Now,
retell what happened in the story using drawings, labels, and writing.

Remember, good narrative writing:

e tells about events in order;

e includes a reaction; and

s uses drawings, labels, and writing.

Students should write to retell what happened in the story using writing, drawings, and labels.
Possible evidence from the text includes:

e Shandra’s mom had a surprise.

e They went to the beach.

e They packed up toys, the umbrella, towels, and the beach chairs.
e They put on sunscreen.

« They went to the beach, and Shandra played in the water.

* Shandra saw fish

s Shandra decided to build a sandcastle.

1 © Copyright by Write Score LLC
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Teacher's Step-by-Step Lesson Plans

Kindergarten

Writing: Opinion Writing with Details

Lesson Overview:

In this lesson, students will practice opinion writing with details. Students will be adding details to their

writing to make it more interesting for the reader. As a class, students will discuss the importance of adding

1. Tell students that it details to their writing. Students will fill out a graphic organizer to organize their thoughts before writing.
reasons. This lesson can be taught whole group, small group, and/or one-cn-one. This lesson would be most

2. Explain thatthey wi effective for students who already have a basic understanding of opinion writing.
supporting details.

3. Explain to students .
should drawand lal ~ Materials Needed:

their opinion with r¢

Guided Instruction:

e What Do Reasons REALLY Do anchor chart (cne per student, or one to project to class)
i e | can write my opinion! graphic organizer (one to project or to do as a class)

Independent Practic e | can write my opinion! graphic organizer TE

1. Have students work e Writing paper Favorite Food for student opinion (one per student)

2. Give each student &

filling in their reasor .. .

Encourage students Explicit Instruction:

4. Give students writin 1.

with reasons.
5. As students comple

assignment.

w

Tell students that today they are going to learn about how to share an opinion with reasons to add
details to their writing.

2. Explain to students that they will use a graphic organizer to collect reasons for their opinion.

3. Tell students that they will write an opinion piece with reasons to show what they have learned.

Modeled Instruction:

1. Tell students that today they will be writing about their favorite food. Remind the students of the
difference between fact and opinion writing. Opinion writing includes feelings and thoughts about a
subject. A favorite thing is an opinion because it is how YOU feel about something, and not
everyone may feel the same.

2. Show students the What do reasons REALLY do? anchor chart. Have a class discussion about why it is
important to include reasons in opinion writing.

3. Teacher, share your favorite food. Have students raise their hands to signify if it is or is not their
favorite food. Why or why not?

4. Project the | can write my opinion! graphic organizer for the class. Model how to fill in the graphic
organizer using the reasons to add details.

5. Using the graphic organizer as a guide, model how to write your Favorite Food opinion on writing
paper.

1 © Copyright Write Score LLC

2 © Copyright Write Score LLC
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Engaging Lesson Plan Presentations

Adding 8 I

Details in
Opinion b "
Writing

Grade K . Cooyright Wiiz2 Scora LLE
&

ers tell how they ‘

VV
feel about a topic. (

- « Writers provide &
Opinion reasons.

Writing

inion writing
des details to

HOW erte rs ‘ﬂlukou Adding Details tell what the

) in Opinion Writing 2r's opinion is.
Ad d Deta | | o Opinion writers use details in pictures and words.

o Details support the opinion and reasons.
How Writers Add Detail 1 Cooyright Wiz Scora LLC
# Draw a detailed Drow o detaied picture | it words 1o show
picture. A\ Q

Z Write words to iﬁ':'.f \.:'

show details.

Fe Adding Details Al
in Opinion Writing i

:H-_‘ﬁ

Worksheet

Grade K

Use the anchor chart
Adding Details in
Opinion Writing to

nelp you. N
T4 ‘ ‘ Diveckions: Undlse e e worts ot shor s

1hink dogs are the
e '
\-\-J

Grade K D Capyright irt Seone LT
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Lesson Plan Handouts and Teacher’s Edition

"“i Write Score
AA

Adding ™ " "

in Opinior Nerne
:‘i Write Score
. Op?n?on Writing Topic: What is the Addil’lg Details ‘ ‘
* Opinion and reasons: Dogs are the . . o o o -
play, cuddle, and go for walks. n Oplmon Writing .
a Nninian \Wiritina Tanic: \What ic tha hact nat?
Directions: Draw
1 O
Student's drawin| i_i Write Score
* Dog Adding Details
s Dog playir, ° o o one £asons.
oo in Opinion Writing
o Detailed di o ) o )
o Opinion writers use details in pictures and words.
o Details support the opinion and reasons.
How Writers Add Detall
. : i
Draw a detailed picture. Write word§ to show
I details.
Directions: Undel
| think dogs are
example, dogs
bed. Last, dogs .
walks. | love doc
to play. For
ad cuddle in

the park for

e Use color. e Use words that show
o USe Shapes WhGT you mean. B Copyright Write Scare LLC
who, what, where, why,

e Draw to show your
reasons.

wheu, how |

e Use transition words.
becanse, for example, also,
in addition

© Copyright Write Score LLC
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Assessment Student Copy

T He FaMmou$ PDINESAUR

By Kerry Polis — . : .
6 A Dijplodocus (dip-LOH-duh-cuss) is a type of dinosaur. It is D i P PY the Dﬁi n 0 s au R

for short. Dippy was a huge dinosaur. It is famous because ¢ By Johnny Clark
even a movie about Dippy. Dippy is also famous because th

statues that show what this dinosaur looked like and how hu @ Diplodocus (dip-LOH-duh-cuss) was a huge dinosaur. It lived in the American

West millions of years ago. Some people call this animal “Dippy.” Dippy was

one of the longest animals. It could grow up

s~ 1 famsi=~g Dippy was also heavy. It
15 tons. This is about the

7 Where is Dippy now? Statues of Dippy are in museums all ar v
Dippy is in Paris and in London. N

8 Dippy is in Berlin

Mexico. There are 2 B ool bus full of students.

more museums W R Write Score long neck and a very long tail.
you can find Dipg . . out half of Dippy's total length.

9 There is a Dippy ¢ Grade 2 EXpOSItOFy Writi ng d its tail to balance on four

front of a museur ALL AROUT DIPPY Dippy also used its long tail to
Pittsburgh, Penns Ild whip its tail very fast. The
This statue is as h onic boom! Picture a huge tail
acar.ltisastallg DIRECTIONS ared any animal that wanted to

house. It is as lon

basketball court. | ¢ Read the texts "Dippy the Dinosaur” and "The Famous Dinosaur.”

e). It had about 40 teeth that

statue is about th ; : ' )
* Then, write to explain about Dippy the Dinosaur. Wt ariris frontlegs were

size as the real Di
Inside the museut
are real bones frc

Dippy that lived a WRITING PROM PT

You just read the texts "Dippy the Dinosaur” and “The Famous Dinosaur.”

Dippy lived 150 million years

Write to explain about Dippy the dinosaur. Be sure to include details Foo

about what Dippy looks like, what it eats, and why Dippy is famous. Use

information from the texts in your informational essay. B out tooth

© Copyright by Write Score LLC
Remember, good informational writing:

e introduces the topic;
e uses facts to develop points; and

e has an ending.
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Assessment Teacher’s Edition

Grade 2 Expository Writing Task
ALL ABOUT DippY

DIRECTIONS

e Read the texts “Dippy the Dinosaur” and “The Famous Dinosaur.”

e Then, write to explain about Dippy the Dinosaur.

WRITING PROMPT

You just read the texts “Dippy the Dinosaur” and “The Famous Dinosaur.”

Write to expla e The dinosaur was long and heavy.

Dippy looks lik s The dinosaur had a long neck.
in your informai o The dinosaur had a long tail

e The dinosaur had four legs that looked like pillars.
Remember, goc e Dippy used its tail for protection.

e Dippy could whip its tafl fast enough to cause a sonic boom.

o The dinosaur had a long head like a horse.

s Dippy had 40 teeth that slanted forward,

e hasan e Dippy only ate leaves.

o The dinosaur’s front legs were shorter than its back legs, so it could eat feaves close to the ground.
o Dippy couldn't chew the leaves.

e introdt

e usesfa

Students should use o Dippy swallowed leaves whole.
should include detail o Dippy swallowed stones.
s [he stones would help grind up the leaves in its stomach.
Possible evidence fra o Tearing feaves from plants wore Dippy’s teeth down, so it got a new tooth every 35 days.

o Abplodocusd e Dippy had five more teeth behind each tooth, ready for replacing.

o [t lived millions
o People call this Possible evidence from “The Famous Dinosaur”:
e Dippy s famous.
o Dippy was in a movie.
e There are many statues of Dippy.
e Dippy statues can be found in museums all around the world.
s Dippy is in Paris, London, Berfin, Mexico, and many more places.
o Dippy is at a museum in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
o The statue s as heavy as a car, as tall as a house, and as long as a basketball court.
o The museum in Pittsburgh has real bones of a Dippy dinosaur.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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Teacher's Step-by-Step Lesson Plans

Grade 2

Writing a Beginning (Opinion)

nning” poster.

Jeginning of opinion writing: figuring out the topic, decdding
hose things together to make the sentence that states your
ight to how you feel about the topic,

als0 want to interest the reader in your writing by grabbing

Lesson Overview:

to leok at the example of oginion writing from your lessan
In this lesson, students will learn to plan and write the beginning of an opinion writing. Students will plan

the topic sentence (including their opinion) and introduction for their opinion writing. Students will use
their pre-determined topic and “Planning Chart” to write the beginning of their opinion writing. When
teaching this type of planning, it is most helpful to model this work, This lesson can be taught whole

are going to ook at the beginning of the opinion writing
e author stated their apinion and the topic and how they

ing with you.

group, small group, and one-on-one. This lesson would be most effective to use after the “Planning )
bout what the togic is (favarite season).

Op‘m\‘on Wriﬁng“ lesson. author's favorite season was (summer).
g opinon and topic. Talk to the students about how the
Mater'\alg Needed: & topic at the very beginning of her writing

also tried to make the beginning interesting by grabhing
or did this by stating some facts aboul the lopic and then

e PowerPoint There are many different seasons in a year. Each season is
Y “Opinion Wnt'\nnghe Beginning” poster are all facts. "My favorite season is surmmer.”- this is the
* "My Opinion Sentence” warksheet (one copy for each student, plus teacher) oticed about the beginning of the artide.
. P\ann'\ng Chart (from p\anning lesson) 0 think about: How will you grab the reader's attention?
¢ Opinion writing example: “It's Summer!” (one copy for each student, plus teacher) prinion?
. " . sed in the Planning lesson.
o Article: "Seasons” (one copy for each student, plus teacher) Je iy the arice 1o help them write their opinion on what

e Chart paper

' e . ou grab your reader’s attention in your own writing about
e Student's writing journal/paper grab y y e

dents turn and talk to their partner.
0u introduce your topic and opinion in your own writing?”

Explicit Instruction: hei parner.

@s
reate a sentence that states the tapic and their apinion.

1. Tell students that an opinion writing includes a beginning, middle and an ending. 6 their Planning Chart o help therl ol their

— Explain that each part is important to the writing, and without each part the writing will not

be complete. 2

— Tell students that the first part is planning their writing, which they have already done. E

— Explain that the next part is creating the beginning of their opinion writing.

— Tell students that they will think about their opinion and create a beginning that explains «

their opinion on the topic, and grabs the reader’s interest. )

2. Explain that today they will learn how to plan and write the beginning of their opinion writing.

1 © Copyright Write Score LLC

1. Manitor and check student work as they complete the Opinion Sentence worksheet and the beginning
aof their opinion writing. Provide students with immediate feedback and support.

2. From the writing rubric.

350 Englenook FL 32713
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Engaging Lesson Plan Presentations

-~

oL

+* How did the author grab our attention
in the beginning of the opinion writing,
“It's Summer!“?

Opinion Writing

_ \inig

All three parts are important!

Ending

* How did the author introduce the topic?

* What was the author’s topic sentence?

Ask yourslf:

v'How can | grab my
reader’s attention?

Creating a Beginning

Determine the Topic:
*What is your topic?
* Decide what topic you will be writing about.

Opinion:
+What is your opinion on the topic?
* Figure out what your opinion will be on the topic.

w will I introduce my
c?

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713 (866) 456-0590
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Lesson Plan Handouts
~ "i Write Score
%Eite Score S eas O V\rs
I‘t,s Su mmer By Karen Foster
By Tonya Sweszy
There are four different seasons in a year.
There are many different seasons in a year. Each < The first seesen :? ?_Je?rlils \""firzeg' Tren qﬁ‘
different from the next. My favorite season is sumi ;ig';ii?:lrsgé:so;mlsﬂ ; :W_E fa”yEs:;mer_ ,.d—* e
a year . \
I like summer because | like to play outside. In sun season is different. You can usually tell what : ?’.J-f"' . ; |
hot enough to play outside. Some of my
do are outside, like playing on the playg
soccer. 8 9P
R Write Score
| also like summer because | like to swim [ LR ]
to swim at the beach because | like the v oplnlon ertlng
swim with fish at the beach. . .
The Beginning
Another reason | like summer is because
and sandals. Shorts and sandals are my 1 Determine the TOpiC' -
wear. | like that | do not have to wear a s ' -
=}

There are four different seasons in & yea What is your topm? .
favorite. Summer is a time that | can do | Decide what topic you will be writing aboui. ' '

ey T Opinion: ?

"‘-FWrite Score Name: ]

What is your opinion on the topic?

Topic: Figure out what your opinion will be on the topic. ¥

Opinion Sentence:

My Opinion:

How will you put the topic and opinion together?

My Opinion Ger Create a sentence that includes the topic and your opinion.

Introduction:

How will you grab the reader’s attention?

Write an introduction that states some facts about your

topic that will help you interest the reader on your topic.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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Assessment Student Copy

sarce2 The Many Jobs of Ants

Katie Shreen

Read the “Ants” passage set.

SOURCE 1: Amazi ng and Destructive Ants Nests of ants are divided into three roles: the queen, the workers, and the males. Worker ants are

female and do not lay eggs. As their name implies, the worker ants do all the work to keep the colony

Temy Waters alive and healthy.

After the queen lays the eggs, the worker ants
take over and tend to the eggs and young
ants called the larvae and pupae. They keep
the eggs clean and provide food for the

1 Carpenter ants prefer to nest in moist wood
These big, black ants are often found in logs,

using their strong jaws to chew smooth
tunnels to create nests in which to raise their
young. They don't eat the wood, as many
people think. Instead, e the shredded
bits and toss them out like sawdust. That's
how they are often discovered by humans,

younger ants. These worker ants tend not to

leave the nest. The newly developed ants are
most likely to take on this task.

As the ants age, they may leave the job of
tending to the brood and begin building the
nests. They will tunnel and take out small

2 One animal that doesn't use the s,

discover the ants is the black bear
o ) ' vnich helps improv N
which helps improve These worker ants are watching over the queen.
re formed as they

o the surface

worker ants go the farthest away from the nest to forage for food. They will

as they tra
| -

hey will know how to get back to the home

R A A N AR R D G

Grade 4 Expository Task
ANTS source 3: Anthill Life

Niko Campbell

WR'T' N G P RO M PT wply heaps of fine sand, clay, or soil. They sometimes include pine needles. They de not

ny kind of rocks or pebbles in them, as they are too heavy for a worker ant to carry. Ant
usually very tall. However, some species of ants have built them as high as 8 feet.

ie responsible for building the nests. While digging the tunnels, they push the soil and
such as pebbles out the top. They are providing shelter for their colony. They are also
dirt so that water and air can get down to the bottom and help feed nearby plants.

i of two parts, the solid crust and the }}
environment. inels below, The upper part is waterproof :1
heat for the colony. The pupae are usually

Your expository essay must be based on this prompt and topic, and it must be expos
incorporate ideas and information found in the sources provided. |- ke antswl closeiess

Write an expository essay about the impact that ants have on the

to the sun. The crust will have

various materials to prevent cold and
coming in.

Use your best writing to complete an essay that:
i the brood lives near the top of the nest

. . move down Lo the lower rooms which
e is focused on your central idea;

e combines evidence from multiple sources with your own elaboration to
develop your ideas;

e isorganized and includes transitions within and among ideas; In fact, the green woodpecker's diet s

e provides citations for quoted material and source ideas; and facks the nest and uses its extremely long

e demonstrates correct use of grammar and language appropriate to the task. Jer ants. Other animals that are a danger
i spiders, butterflies, and beetles. Even
kill them in a fight between colonies.

2al. Food is available in both areas.

anthills as protection, the ants are in
tther insects and animals. Birds are the

Write your multi-paragraph essay to an academic audience in the space provided.

4 © Copyright Write Score LLC
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Assessment Teacher's Edition

;-i Write Score

Grade 4 Expository Task

Students should write an expository essay to explain the impact that ants have on the environment.

Possible evidence from Amazing and Destructive Ants:

o Carpenter ants nest in moist wood, sometimes in homes and other wooden structures

Write an exposi e Carpenter ants eat wood in home, causing damage
environment. e Carpenter ants nest inside homes by doors, windowsills, and places between walls
e Their nesting causes buildings to become weak and rot—major damage and destruction for home
Your expository € and business owners
incorporate ideas e Ants provide food for the black bear, as many as 200 ant nests daily
e fire ants bit people—the sting is venomous, painful, and leaves a burning sensation
Use your best wr] e Fire ant stings can be deadly for small animals or sensitive people
e When fire ants nest in soil, they push up soil from below as they build their hills—this helps oxygen
e is focused and water to reach roots of plants that are nearby while also enriching the soil
s combinest  Possible evidence from The Many Jobs of Ants:
develop yc o Worker ants build nests for young ants while creating tunnels—they remove debris while doing this

which helps improve the soil
o When ants forage, they eat organic waste—this helps to speed up decomposition
e provides ci e When ants move seeds into their nests, some seeds sprout new plants
o Ants bite people to defend themselves and their nests
e demonstra e Ants us the environment for protection by building nests underground, underneath rocks, or beside
dead trees

e isorganize

Write your multi- Possible evidence from Anthill Life:

o When ants build their nests, they loosen the dirt—this helps water and air to get underneath the
ground and feed nearby plants

o Work ants create “doors" for the nest entrance by using various materials from the environment

o Ants supply food for the green woodpecker—this bird's diet is made of 80 percent ants

e Ants also supply food for spiders, butterflies, and beetles

Grade 4: Expository
ANTS
Standard Question Type
ELA4.C1.4* Essay Response

*Essays also align with additional standards.

2 © Copyright Write Score LLC
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Post-Assessment Exemplar Essay Activity

“/u

Paragraph
Numbers

1

A Write Score

Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, Grade 3 Exemplar Paper
Animals That Heln Fach Other

This is a high-scoring
WRITING TASK: Write an expos

Animals often prey upon ¢ Animals That Help Each Other
enemies. But this is not alv

examples of times when a
one another and 100king ¢ paragraph
work together, it helps the = Numbers

This s a high-scoring student response; some errors may be present.

Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, Grade 3 Exemplar Paper

L Animals often prey upon one another. They are true
To begin, geese seem to ¢ enemies. But this is not always the case. There are several
together. In Source 1, the ¢ examples of times when animals work together by helping
fly in a "V formation to ge one another and looking out for one another. When they do
ey fly
10w to
The writer states the topic along with the idea about the topic: animals work together (topic) oit
by helping one another and looking out for one another (writer's idea). So, we expect to see > they
that most of the paper is about how animals help and look out for one another by working o
together.
The short and long sentences help control the pace of the essay. Short sentences slow the 4 an
reader down, while lang sentences speed up the reader. If all sentences are the same length, mation
the writing can become boring. S
Examples of figurative language are boxed in paragraph 2. Figurative language can be an that
effective way to elaborate or clarify a point so long as it is not overused and not cliché. Jeese
See the underlined sections in paragraphs 2 and 3 where sources have been cited. Point out hile.
that writers can list the title, number of the source, and/or the author when citing. It is not reall
necessary to do all three. [ Y
Notice the boxed examples in paragraph 3. Point out that this writer had to make those P
connections. This kind of analytical thinking and integration of ideas from different sources is a
goal for every essay writer
Look at the double-underlined places in paragraph 3 and point out that any time a writer adds w that
his or her own thinking or information found out in the world through reading or discussions, sarn that
for example, that is elaborating from outside of the text. Writers must do this when they write f they
text-based essays; otherwise, the essays can turn into dull reports. ]
Point out that the writer flows from one idea to the next smoothly. Point out the use of "we -
learn” and “as seen in" to help introduce the sources without interrupting the reading of the when
text. atch out
The boxed fact is stated in Source 3, but this writer worded it slightly differently in a more g ifa
natural way. 2 acircle
The conclusion is short, but it is satisfying. Notice how it is almost a rewording of the the

beginning. It could be even better if the writer tucked in a quotation, reaction, or feeling.

10.

See the highlights of domain-specific vocabulary included in this essay.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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WRITING TASK: Write an expository essay about how animals in groups help each other,

Discussion Questions

1

b

How does this
writer introduce
the controlling
idea?

Notice the
different sentence
lengths in
paragraph 1. How
does this help the
writing to be more
interesting?

Find and place a
box around
examples of
figurative language
used to make a
point in paragraph
2.

Underline where
the writer cites
sources in
paragraphs 2 and
3

Draw a box around
examples where
the writer clarifies
relationships
between ideas in
paragraph 3.

© Copyright by Write Score LLC
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Teacher's Step-by-Step Lesson Plans

Grade 4
Developing Real Support:
Adding Sensory Details

Cuties smell delici
picked daisy. The .
kitchen, a place i Lesson QOverview:

of a Cutie. The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to develop support by adding sensory details in their writing.

Guided Instru Materials Needed:

1. Distribute ) )

> Direct stuc « PowerPoint Presentation
second pe e (Cutie Orange

3. Monitor s * Handout: Using the Five Senses to Elaborate
Encourag e Rubric

e Student Notebooks or Paper
Independent

b Explict Instruction (steps):

2 Distribute 1. Remind students that creating mental pictures for readers is always important in writing.

3. Direct stu 2. One way to create pictures for readers is to describe the topic using the five senses.

4. Remind tf 3. Tell students that they are geing to learn one way to create pictures for their readers by thinking
smelling, { about their topics as if they are holding them in their hands and describing what they see, hear,
about can taste, feel, and smell.
baseball ti

Modeled Instruction (steps):

1. Hold up one Cutie orange.

2. Tell students that one way writers elaborate is by thinking about what their topic looks, tastes, smells,
feels, and sounds like as if they are actually holding it in their hand the way you are actually holding
the Cutie in your hand.

3. Tell students to watch you as you elaborate one reason why you like Cuties.

Tell them one reason you like Cuties is that they smell delicious.

5 Next, smell your Cutie and describe to your students what it smells like, what the smell reminds you
of, and what the smell is similar to that is not another kind of food. For example, you might say: it
smells as sweet as a fresh daisy. Or: It smells sweet like a baby’s smile.

6. After you finish thinking about how the Cutie smells, read the entire paragraph the students so
they can hear how it flows.

~

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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Engaging Lesson Plan Presentations

Writers create pictures for
their readers!

One way to create pictures with words is to

think about your topic as if you are holding

it in your hands so that you can describe _
what you see, hear, taste, feel, and smell.

What does the smell 4 “ e 3
remind you of? e . :
What is the smell similar to * e I -
that is not another kind of AT A
Grade 4 food? L S # f_\,
& sy
| might say: /t smells as : R 7

sweet as a fresh daisy.

The Smell of a Cutie e - N -

Just hold one close and take a deep whiff. o B
Do you smell it? It smells sweet like a ~0

freshly picked daisy. The aroma is tart and

fresh like a crisp piece of paper. It reminds

me of my grandmother’s kitchen, a place

l’iCh v.i+ln thna crnnte Af ranlina that naviae

failed
the st Writers Think about _ o
the Five Senses to Write the reason or main idea:
Elaborate Writing Think, “What does my topicC |00k
(As if they are holding their like?
7 topics in their hands)

Write a few sentences that answer the
question:

II'-;PmK’ “IWhat does my topic feel
ike?”

Write a few sentences that answer the
question:

Ir’?ink, “What does my topic smell
ike?”

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713 (866) 456-0590
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Student Lesson Plan Handouts and Teacher's Editions

Name:

Why Use Elaboration?

Good writers use concrete, specific details and relevant
mental images for their readers. Elaboration helps the 1
writer is talking about.

When including elaboration, be sure to have enough d
topic. Good writers give their readers enough details tc
been written.

Elaboration also needs to be related to the topic. Gor
support their topic. In informational or opinion writing,
it strengthens the writer's purpose.

Elaboration helps your writing not sound like a list of fa

Elaboration Could Inch

Fact from another source
Interpretation
Thought

Personal Connection

Words We Might Use to Introduc

That makes me think...
However, if... |
) . Thi
This reminds me of...

This means...

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713

Name:

;-iWrite Score

Using Text Evidence

Prompt

aptations that help them to survive. Physical
I's body. Read the article, "A Face Only a Mother Could

Ir-nosed male, Aye-ayes, or Monkfish from the article.
adaptations help it survive.

nation to begin answering the prompt. Remember to
1c Don't fornet to inclide elahaoration in vonr

2
~
-

Many animals have physical adaptations that help them to survive. Physical adaptations are
changes to the animal's body. Read the article, "A Face Only a Mother Could Love.” Choose
one of the animals, Star-nosed mole, Aye-ayes or Monkfish from the article. Then write to
explain how its physical adaptations help it survive.

Many animals have physical adaptations. These changes to their bodies help them to
survive. The Star-nosed mole has physical adaptations that help it survive in its wet,
underground environment. One of its adaptations helps it stay warm and dry. According to
the article, the Star-nosed mole has special fur. The text says its fur repels water. | know that
means that water runs right off its fur. The mole never has to get cold and wet. This reminds
me of a beaver’s fur. Both beavers and Star-nosed moles are good swimmers, spend time in
the water, and have special water-proof fur!

Another adaptation helps the Star-nosed mole find food. The mole has a very special nose.
At the end of its nose are 22 moving tentacles! According to the text, these tentacles help
the mole find food. The mole lives in total darkness, and is almost blind, so it has to use
touch to find food. The text says that its tentacles are so sensitive that they can find a grain
of salt in a pile of sand! This means that the mole's strange-looking face and all those pink
tentacles are actually an important adaptation! This adaptation helps the mole find the food
it needs to survive.

1 © Copyright by Write Score LLC
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source 2 The Impact of Technology on Teens
Read the "Technology and Creativity” passage set. By Sarah Perez

SOURCE T: Creathlty in Young ( 10 Technology has changed the way we live, but has it affected creativity in teenagers? There are those
who believe that creativity is positively impacted by technology while others believe that technology has
only negative effects, especially for
teenagers.

By Cooper Prescott

1 Creativity is closely connected to preblem solving skills. It means puttin
unigue ways. It also means thinking of something that no one else has 1

The majority of teenagers don't believe that
they are creative in any way, especially since

2 Are these skills most children are capable of? George Land developed 7 ; A5
P Y P they equate creativity with being artistic.

engineers and scientists hoping to work for NASA. NASA was looking f N Sl T

knowledgeable pecple who also possessed high levels of creativity. Lar What they fail to.reahze is that creativity is a

successful that in 1968 he decided to try it on children. hfevsk\H that applies to any area of life on _,. 28 - g ‘
e which they may choose to focus. - ‘ A =
or of Raising Can-Do Kids says, "We need kids who will be
QO ; to come up with novel ways of looking at problems.” The
Write Score soredom oroduces. Teens often fill that snace with a device

. ;- Views from Tech Experts
Grade 7 Argumentative Task

TEC H N OLOGY AN D C REAT‘V'TY 10 a website or started scrolling

now how addictive technology
magine that the very people
duch of the technology we
ited its use with their own

W R | Tl N G P RO M PT rosoft, would not allow any of

their own cell phones until they
e saw his daughter becoming

. . e . ame and wanted to limit his Steve Jobs and Bill Gates are two famous tech
Write an argumentative essay about whether technology positively or negatively moguls who both limited their children’s
affects creativity and why Bt st it allow His screen time when they were growing up. Is this

an example of, “Do as | say, not as | do?”
released iPad his company,

imit how much technology our kids use at home," Jobs told New York Times
Your argumentative essay must be based on this prompt and topic, and it must 3t that it was too addictive and did not encourage creativity at the time

incorporate ideas and evidence found in the sources provided‘ 2 most concerned about the amount of time their children spent on their
oking at how it (technology) can be used in a great way — homework and
ids — and also where it has gotten to excess," said Gates. Along with quality

P hild i fi
Use your best writing to complete an essay that t children need time away from screens to play games or participate in

rwith others.
e s focused on your claim; ey is to balance time spent in front of a screen and away from it. If we can be
¢ combines evidence from multiple sources with your own elaboration to develop Ji ¢ helivesiof adrichildreniwill be forever enriched
your ideas;

« acknowledges at least one counterclaim;
s isorganized and includes transitions within and among ideas;
* provides citations for quoted material and source ideas; and

e demonstrates correct use of grammar and language appropriate to the task.

Write your multi-paragraph essay to an academic audience in the space provided.

350 Englenook Debary, FL 32713
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Assessment Teacher's Edition

Grade 7 Argumentative Task

TECHNOLOGY AND CREATIVITY

Students should use information from all texts to support their claim as to whether or not
technology positively or negatively affects creativity and why.

Write an argumentative es  Possible evidence from Creativity in Young Children:

creativity and why. s Jane Healy says that it's ok for kids to play video games etc., so long as they make time to explore
thelr own minds

e Technology is filled with distractions that are difficult to sort through

e Many believe technology enriches creativity if used in moderation

s Video games like Minecraft promote creativity on computers

e LExperts say drop in creativity partly due to technology

Use your best writing to com e Pre-programmed steps on computer do not lead to creativity

o Maintaining attention can be a problem

e land's Creativity Test showed "non-creativity is learned” as we get older

o Experis say start kids with tablets or e-readers

e Important to have purpose and be focused when on devices in order to access necessary information

Your argumentative essay mi
evidence found in the source

e s focused on your cl
e combines evidence f

e acknowledges at lea:

* isorganized and incl that matches the purpose
e provides citations for e Purpose usually involves how ta solve a problem or come up with a new idea
e demonstrates correc o [fkids have a real purpose—will not become distracted on computers

* Kids need time alone in nature and time alone or with athers to play games or activities they make-up

Wiite your mutti-paragraph ¢ s With a real purpose kids lose track of time and stay focused for hours

Possible evidence from The Impact of Technology on Teens:

e Ifteens go on-line with a purpose—can be creative on computer

o Creative pursuits may include making videos, composing music, building games, and even writing fan
fiction (Devorah Heitner)

e Technology fills void caused by boredom instead of creative actwvities away from devices filling that
void

e Technology is digitally distracting

s Richard Rende says that teens should spend time doing things off-line they don't normally do

e Heitner says that instead of kids just consuming content from favorite sites, encourage children to be
an contributors

e Teens not always mindful of their purpose when going on-line

e Screen time need not be only passive entertainment

o Steve Jobs took calligraphy class that later helped create Macintosh's typography

Possible evidence from Views from Tech Experts:
e Technology can be addicting—even Bill Gates and Steve Jobs limited their children’s use of it
e Can be used in great ways—homewaork; staying in touch with friends
* Bill Gates—daughter became too attached to a video game; no cell phone until age 14
o Steve Jobs did not allow his kids to use the iPad—too addictive and does not encourage creativity
o Kids need time away from screens as well to play games or activities by themselves or with others
o Gates and Jobs were concerned with amount of time their kids spent on devices
e Must balance time in front and away from screens

2 © Copyright Write Scare LLC
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Post-Assessment Exemplar Essay Activity

Write Score
Florida B.E.S.T. S
Tech
This is a high-scoring st
WRITING TASK: Write an argumentative e
negatively affects creativity and w

Paragraph
Numbers
1 Eighty-six percent loss. Loss of what
creativity test in 1968 scored 98% in
same children earned an average s¢

craativing How ran ecamanna lnca th

i The writer's hook uses a stal
technology on creativity. Th
So, how exactly does technc

2. See the underlined reasons
the final sentence.

Technology teaches non-cre¢
Technology impacts time ne
Technology affects focus an

3. The writer paraphrases infor
impacts time to be creative.

Teens lack purpose and use
Kids need time for playtime,
Steve Jobs and Bill Gates lirn

The writer also integrates qu
how technology negatively |

“fills the space boredom pr¢
“explore creatively the...own

4 See the highlighted sentenc
3 story to introduce the idea ¢
4, the writer suggests that tf
holes.

5 See the double underlined ¢
counterclaim that programs
readers can be used as part

6 See the boxed transitional w
paragraphs flow throughout

7. The writer restates the claim
that technology may “steal t
revisits the introduction (uni

Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, Grade 7 Exemplar Paper
Technology and Creativity

This is a high-scoring student response; some errors may be present.

WRITING TASK: Write an argumentative essay to support a claim about whether technology positively or
negatively affects creativity and why. Use information from the passages in your essay.

Paragraph
Numbers

1

Eighty-six percent loss. Loss of what? Creativity. Children given Land's
creativity test in 1968 scared 98% in creativity. Yet, just ten years later, those
same children earned an average score of 12%. That is a loss of 86%
creativity. How can someone lose the ability to be creative? Aren't we
naturally unique prablem solvers? Yet, according to the articles in the
passage set, "Technology and Creativity,” creativity is in danger of being lost
and technology is the reason. So, how exactly does technology negatively
affect our natural ability to be creative?

Interestingly, George Land's test showed that "non-creativity is learned” as
we get older, according to Source 1. Experts believe that the drop in
technology that Land observed is due in part to technology. There has been
an “influx of technology ranging from computers to cell phones” when all
have programs designed to hold the attention of young users. If you aren‘t
sure whether or not young kids are using technology, just go out to eat. Take
a look around the restaurant. You will most certainly see many families with
children whose noses are pointed at some device. While games like Candy
Crush or Color Me may keep young kids entertained and quiet, they don't
necessarily help to develop creativity. In fact, many programs for young
children have pre-programmed steps that don't allow for user creativity
(Source 1). While there are some programs out there that encourage
creativity, like the Minecraft program mentioned in both Source 1and 2,
most kids simply consume content when interacting with technology. They
aren't actively interacting with technology. They are just zoning out by
zoning in on technology. And, as researchers found, this use of technclogy is
teaching children to be non-creative.

Technology not only teaches kids to be non-creative, but it also has a huge
impact on another element required to be creative—time. Creativity requires
time: time to problem solve, time to put together new ideas, and time to
build. Additionally, technology severely limits time spent on creative activities
because it is so easy to lose track of time when using devices like your phone

Discussion Questions

1. Underline the
hook and claim
in the
introduction.

2. In paragraphs 2,
3, and 4,
underline where
the writer states
the reasons that
support the
claim.

3. How does the
writer use
evidence to
support the
reason in
paragraph 37

4. Highlight an
example of
elaboration.
How does the
writer use
elaboration to
further explain

or tablet. According to Source 2, teens are notarious for lacking purpose evidence?
when online. Instead, teens often use technology as a boredom-filler.
Technology “fills the space boredom produces,” and teens fill the time that
they could be spending creating something unique with activities like playing
online games, listening to music, or watching videos (Source 2). This is
1 © Copyright by Write Score LLC
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Teacher's Step-by-Step Lesson Plans

8. Ask the students

Is it original? Clar

Guided Instructior

i3
2

3.

4.

Ask students to
Instruct student
Walk around ar
Instruct student
and check for u
choice. For insti
work as an exar
Ask students to

Independent Prac

1.
2

Instruct student
Tell students to
elaboration, an
Ask students to
Inform students
elaboration.

Instruct student
If students do
prompt to prac

Many experts b
high-calorie me
deliberately tare

Write a paragre
obesity. Be sure

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713 (866) 456-0590

Grade 7
Elaboration Lesson 1

Lesson Overview:

The purpose of this lesson is to learn how to elaborate in writing. Students will understand what it means to
elaborate, as well as learn about multiple technigues that they can use in their own writing to help them
elaborate.

Materials Needed:
Document Camera
PowerPoint Presentation
Handout: Elaboration
Text: Black Holes
Highlighter

* e @ o

Explicit Instruction:
1. Distribute handout (slide 2).
2. Review what it means to elaborate in writing (slide 3).
3. Explain that elaboration must be clear, convincing, and original (slide 4).
4. Review the scoring rubric for evaluating elaboration (slide 5).

Modeled Instruction:

1. As aclass, read and discuss the five techniques that authors use to elaborate on their point. Note:
The underlined text is the point the author is making. The rest of the paragraph is the elaboration on
that point (slide 6-8).

2. After reviewing the five techniques, have students practice using two different elaboration
technigues. Students can create a generic topic, or you can provide them with the topics. Try
building one together and the second they can do with a partner or independently (slide 9).
Distribute the text “Black Holes.”

. Read the text aloud with students all the way through once (slide 10).

5. Discuss how authors sometimes state their points or ideas and sometimes they are implied.
The first point the author makes is that "Black holes are created when large stars die.” Using
the document camera, underline this point in the text and instruct students to do so as well.

6. Work with students to determine how the author supports this point. Together, highlight
the elaboration in the text.

7. Ask students to name which technique(s) the author used to elaborate-facts/statistics and
examples. Note these technigues in the margins next to the paragraph and instruct students
to do so as well. Clarify any questions.

Bow

1 © Copyright } Y"
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Engaging Lesson Plan Presentations

Using
Transitions
Effectively

bt Write Score LLC

.. . atetransitions to
create cohesion and clarify the
relationshin among ideas and

Transitions are words or phrases that
- are like a bridge between ideas.
@\ * They keep the reader fram aettina
==

lost and confused. Wt

%\ correctly, they create «

~

among ideas. Partver Practice:

1. Read “The Future of Civilian Space Travel”.

2. - the transitional word or phrase at the
hanigging and and of each paragraph.

> the beginning and/or end of any
pes not have one. N

IVIO{CPGVMCVH’ Practice: ad transitions. Discuss with partner if —

yropriately. If not, replace with new

1. Review your peer edit.
2. Add transitions to the

beginning and/or end of any B
paragraph that does not have O
one. 0

. Replace transitions with check \4
marks next to them. ! N
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Teacher Edition Notes

BLACK HOLES

If you have ever sat and stared at the sky, you might have seen a few stars. With a little help from a small

2. What you cannot see

Evaluating Elaboration gholes are very difficult
Level D ipti
Y = Consistent use of specific su OZ\S:HZEI;?\S often conveyed through a Q) prae TiEe
“RWrite $core 4 P 1pporting detars, <y 9 from Earth and predict
Stron variety of elaborative techniques such as: facts and statistics, examples, b ek Bl
9 reasons, quotations, and sensory details, as appropriate to the task. Fe a0 . Qles In quter
| spaceships to travel to
3
. | h f el i .
Elaboration | A Develops support through the use of elaborative techniques
to give mc 2
Developed in some parts of the response but not in others. T
!_ .......................... - UHEVE‘F? Ients to /,”gh[[g/,n«.
H .
. Elaboration MU ] ' - ' 1 Examples
i o Clear Does the Weak Does not provide sufficient elabaration
i ¢ Convincing: Ar n order to create a
: e Original: Have ! . tute a black hole.
i the explanation Practice ¢ die. When they die,
rermr e s = Chose two different techniques to practice elaborating with. First, identify the technique, and then ack holes are
Anecdo write your point/claim, followed by your elaboration. Highlight the point/claim in your example.
A sho!ribnarraf{vi it Technique -
(elaborate) the .
lents to highlight.
Definti amples
If the point or idea
i;eﬁnl;g to better it garbage crusher. It
then provide the ¢ into it, crushing it into
f a house were to enter
. N i the size of a grain of
Descwptr :ntire Earth were to be
Create vivid image buld look like a tube of
reader.
Technigue 2:
Exampl
Provide more s pyright Write Score LLC
(
information abc
evidence.
Statistics/|
Numbers (datc
information that he 2 © Copyright Write Score LLC
yOUf idea or argument i 1255 TESUICUVE rdgrt i e past. |
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Assessment Student Copy

Read the “Social Media in Education” passage set.

1 The popularity of social media continues to spread like a **  seemradical o some,” wrole Macie Hall in her
. : : . 2014 article for the Innovative Instructor blog. Yet,
rumor. Teachers are even setting up social media access in t Hall sees beneiis to adding Facebook to.a

classrooms. Some teachers use classroom blogs to
encourage students to express their thoughts. The

source : Social Media in School source 3 Using Facebook in the Classroom

By Phillip Jones

14 "The idea of using Facebook in the classroom may

technology also promotes discussion among students about sonce 2. DOes Social Media Promote Learning?
blog posts. Teachers find Facebook and Instagram to be By Maryanne Scott
useful for posting homework assignments. The social media )
site is ve T e B
students B
Twitter i .
Twitter t
about h =
il Write $core
volunteg I that
.
¥ munication and
2 “Resear Grade 10 Argumentative Task
LiSa GOr lassroom?
o upa
Young ¢ SOC'AL MED‘A IN EDUCAT|ON al of Technology in sage
4 and her co-authors dent
informat invest in interactions
work to A they become
enthusie
creatin { They found that -
g W RI T I N G P RO M PT fommunication
a studer ia also enables
learning
i i i i i T college students. In
3 Gieral Write an argumentative essay about whether social media has an overall positive or ey published their
a teache negative impact on education. snd his team found
1 the students’ grades.
4 Brianna . ) ) ) . . L Students also used S score LIC
Educatid Your argumentative essay must be based on this prompt and topic, and it must incorporate ideas
“Social f and evidence found in the sources provided. B e Tuier
he course material to
world,” ¢ .
Waridval Use your best writing to complete an essay that
d'fin Vs 1 1o the students, A
ifferent : . 5to social media—
Ere e s focused on your position; B ek st
5 Some p e combines evidence from multiple sources with your own elaboration to develop your ideas; E's focus on leaming
of social e rebuts counterclaims with evidence;
assignm . . . L . )
o e isorganized and includes transitions within and among ideas;
use soci : o ) )
lessori | e provides citations for guoted material and source ideas; and
rather tt e demanstrates correct use of grammar and language appropriate to the tg
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Assessment Teacher’s Edition

Students should use information from all three texts to support their opinion about whether social

media has an overall positive or negative impact on education. u m e ntative Ta S k
DIA IN EDUCATION

Possible evidence from “Social Media in Schools”:

e Teachers ust
e Promotes di

o TaGHeR s from Reynol Junco's research. Twitter use increased student engagement and produced a positive

valuable for effect on the students’ grades.
classroom. e From Reynol Junco’s research: "The Twitter assignments promoted active learning by helping students
o Teachers like relate the course material to their own experiences both inside and outside of the classroom.” all positive or
and send re| s Critics of social media in the classroom say that social media distracts students in the classroom and
o Studies 5’7‘_” that access to social media can be an invitation for students to goof off.
. ;f({;::tf;i; Ig o Social media offers students a quick way to find answers on the Internet. This reduces a student’s ust incorporate ideas
Pa——" focus on learning and ability to retain information.
information s Students using social media in the classroom are doing too much at once—attempts to multi-task
o From Lisa G ensure poor grades.
to solve prol s Social media has caused misspelling—students now call it "variant” spelling.
enthusiasm, e Students may not benefit from social media in the classroom due to their tack of speaking and to develop your ideas;
learning env performing skills. Social media encourages a conversation/comment online, rather than a face-to-face
* FfromlisaG conversation or confrontation that occurs in real life.

other studer

¥ Sy Possible evidence from “Using Facebook in the Classroom™:

e From Briann he task.
what is goin s Facebook can provide a means for students to communicate and collaborate outside of the classroom
compare an in a medium with which they are very familiar. fided.

e The availabi
gossip sites ¢
e Students m¢
the teacher |

e from Carol Brown. "Facebook encourages students to collaborate rather than form cliques.”

s From Carol Brawn: "Shy students surely benefit from Facebook” because they "can contribute an
Facebook where they may be moare comfortable.”

s Facebook also enables students to access online resources with ease because feachers can post links to

Possible evidence these sources on the class Facebook page.
o Social medic o From Carol Brown: "Another benefit of Facebook is that it increases students’ engagement in class
stimulates tf lessons” because students will not “passively listen to lectures.”
o Students wh s from Alessandro Cesarano: "Facebook page encourages students to work together.. facilitates
media. communication and increases student engagement.”
e From Profes s From Alessandro Cesarano: "Facebook is an interesting way to enhance the students' cultural
build better exposure of the language they're learning in ways that the textbook can't.”
e From Krister
both the tim
i Grade 10: Argumentative
. ?;Zf;f ,;Oe;z SOCIAL MEDIA IN EDUCATION © Conyright by Write Score LLC
Standard Question Type
ELA.10.C.1.3* Essay Response

*Essays also align with additional standards.

3 © Copyright by Write Score LLC
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Post-Assessment Exemplar Essay — Student Copy

WRITING TASK: Write an argumentative,

Paragraph
Numbers

1

Florida B.E.S.T
S

This is a high-scortn

Florida’s B.E.S

tandards-Aligned Formative Instruction

Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, Grade 10 Exemplar Paper

Social Media in Education

This is a high-scoring student response, some errors may be present.

Snapchat and Insta aren't usuall
be! Today's educational environ
everywhere, and it is used by jus
the classroom is a natural way f¢

media has an overall positive im Paragraph
a sense of a community, create Numbers

engage both students and teact 1

One of the best benefitd of soci:

community that it creates. It helj
mentions in his article “Social Mt

See the underlined thesis statement in the introduction. The writer states the claim, “Social
media has an overall positive impact on education,” and follows with the reasoning, “due to its
ability to foster a sense of a community, create a way to communicate or share ideas, and
engage both students and teachers.” The writer then uses the essay to discuss these positives
aspects that social media has in the classroom and on education.

See the highlighted examples in paragraph 2. The writer supports the claim with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence from the text in paragraph 2 by using evidence cited directly
from the text and fram paraphrased information. The evidence used supports the writer's
claim regarding how social media in the classroom can foster a sense of community.

See the boxed examples in paragraphs 2 and 3. The words and phrases used clearly connect
ideas and clarify the relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, or evidence, thus
helping the paragraphs flow from point to point.

The writer uses text evidence to paint out the counterclaim that some people think that social
media in the classroom is a distraction and a detriment to learning. The writer then provides a
rebuttal (highlighted) using text evidence to show that social media can be useful in learning,

See the underlined sections in paragraph 4. The writer cites the sources by using a
combination of author name, source number, and article title. All of this adds to the writer's
credibility.

The conclusion follows the information given and supports the argument presented. The writer
combines the argument and the reasoning together ("“When sccial media is added to the
classraom, positive impacts like fostering a sense of community, creating ways to share and
communicate ideas, and engaging students and teachers can pave the way for a positive
impact on education.”), and the writer asks the readers to consider how their classrooms might
look with social media added to the envirecnment,

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713

Snapchat and Insta aren't usually thought of as teaching tools, but they could
bel Today's educational environment is changing due to social media. It is
everywhere, and it is used by just about everyone. Bringing social media into
the classroom is a natural way for the classroom to evolve and adapt. Social

0 its ability to foster
Ir share ideas, and

1is the sense of

r. Phillip Jones
technology

nse of community in
Inections with one
ne Scott explains
ogether on class
of community with
Juestion about

to respond

tant to see what
edia also creates a

relates to

hools,” Jones

the classroom “as a
i (Source 1). This
rom the ideas of one
1is pointed out by

1e states, “Access to
asier to connect with
tely true for my
tions about class,

. On the other hand,
nedia in the

listract students in
ing and ability to

WRITING TASK: Write an argumentative essay about whether social media has an overall positive or negative
impact on education.

Discussion Questions

N

Underline where
the writer clearly
states his or her
opinion (claim).

How does the
writer support the
claim with logical
reasoning and
relevant evidence
from the text in
paragraph 27
Highlight any
examples.

Draw a box
around any
words, phrases,
or clauses in
paragraphs 2 and
3 that connect
ideas and clarify
the relationships
among claims,
counterclaims,
reasons, or
evidence.

© Copyright by Write Score LLC
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Teacher's Step-by-Step Lesson Plans

2
N
-

Write Score
Grade 10

3. Introduce or

Counte Counterclaim & Rebuttal Evidence

Rebuttal

Lesson Overview:

Students will collect evidence from multiple sources for counterclaims against a given argument and
determine which counterclaim would best fit into the overall argument.

Modeled Ins
PowerPoint slidf

2 Circu 1 Distribute stu
grouy Say: Today w

to specifically - Materials Needed:

3. Stude d two clai ] ) )
;?fougs rfhi“z Handout — Counterclaim & Rebuttal Evidence — Jobs that Save Lives

Sayf‘ PowerPoint — Counterclaim & Rebuttal Evidence — Joks that Save Lives
€9 Argument: T Teacher Edition — Counterclaim & Rebuttal Evidence — Jobs that Save Lives

Claim1:The | Text Set — Jobs that Save Lives

that Claim 2: The Document Camera (optional)
4. Circu Next, let's log
goyy  Guardandtt  Instructional Focus Addressed:
claims. Any e

In general, the lesson addresses the writing standard for the production of clear and coherent writing in

Indepe the source nu - o . ) .
which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. This lesson

also underling

PowerPd . . . .
invalidate-the  Tocuses on collecting evidence for and against a given argument.
1. St o )
St 2. Readaloud S Explicit Instruction:
in against the cl ‘
Edition fore FPowerPoint slides 2-3
Sf Say: As/reac 1. Introduce lesson.
5 on the handc
P Say: A good argument essay is grounded in research; it is not just the writer's feelings about a given topic.

’w Guided Prac The essay includes a clear argument, with both claims to support and negate the argument. Today, we
are going to focus on researching and gathering evidence to negate claims made in an argument essay,
also known as counterclaims. We are also going to think about ways to rebui—or invalidate—the

1. Divide the cle counterclaims the authors make.
sources.

PowerPoint slid{

Say: As your 2. Review parts of an argument essay.

the claims. O
closely. Unde Claim main argument of an essay

Reasoning reasons that support the claim
Evidence information that supports reasoning and backs the claim

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713 (866) 456-0590
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Engaging Lesson Plan Presentations
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k Grade 10
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—

N Elaboration e

e

\ Elaborate in your own essaguwriting 2
lWem\ / © Copyright WrteScore L

Elaboration means to:

» tell the reader more

» expand on the evidence

» give more details

» explain the reasoning behind the

Review
The elaboration must be:

v'Clear: Does the reader understand
what you are trying to convey?

v'Convincing: Are your details
directly related to the evidence?

v Original: Have you reflected on
how the evidence proves the
point/claim you are making? Is the
explanation in your own words? Did
you avoid using a direct quote?

Review:
Techniques authors use to elaborate

How do you elaborate on evidence?
» Anecdote
» Description
» Definition
»Examples
> Statistics / Facts

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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Student Lesson Plan Handouts and Teacher's Edition

Source 1

Coasties and Leathernecks

QO

A Write Score

l‘/\\

i >
Counterclaim Evidence ‘LC

Directions: Read the text set Jobs +hat Save Lives to find evidence for possible
counterclaims for the argument. Then, choose the counterclaim you would use in an
argument essay and explain why.

Argument: The benefits of working for the military outweigh the risks.

Claim 1: The military compensates its Claim 2: The military offers specialized training in i
members well. many fields of interest. | .
ling the survival
Counterclaim Evidence: Counterclaim Evidence: g orcement SPRCIIS:
) ircement, Anti-terrorism,
= * Coast guards/warine starting e They have to deal with “drug trafficking and
Ca salary is ovly $2.0,000 (Source 3). perform search and rescue operations” which can B < first established in
‘ both be davgerouns (Source 1). jted their first amphibious
o After hurricanes, SAR missions are sewt out +o look s ("Marine Corps
for people; this can also be dangerous (Source 2.). rines are responsible for

ant to become Marine
Ich as aviation or law.
le training since they are

o (Coast Guard “are also responsible for border patrol,
and they cav nspect ships—this alone is sometimes

a davgerons activity since some boats contain drugs Id" that combines
and the people who traffic them” (Source 3) “ountry (“Winning Our
o Warines are put through “a grueling thirteen-week ) the ground, they drive

ps, and they fly aircraft to
1 can be pilots, technical
s. This is just a few of the

trainivg” that is well known for being “brutal”
(Source 3).

Counterclaim Statement: Counterclaim Statement:

Model Response: Students responses will vary. ::ogether.fTh?y afeh

Some argue that starting salaries in the Critics argue that +he military +oo often has +o put - eiuding Jhe
il " I ] [ i o forward air-refueling

military are too low. themselves v dangerous situations. ling is not possible,” as

Counterclaim Rational:

Students’ Responses will vary. Students should explain which counterclaim they would use and why, including
how they would rebut the counterclaim. Example answers include:

pyright by Write Score LLC

e T would use the counterclaim that they are vot paid evough becaunse T have evidence of how much
their starting salary is and good information to rebut the counterclaim. Military are offered a
number of other benefits that add on to the pay, like housing avd the cost of school.

e T would use the counterclaim that +the jobs are +oo dangerous because there is evidewce in all
three sources +o support this idea. There is also evidence to rebut the counterclaim because each
article provides information on their specialized trainivg to prepare them for such davgers.

© Copyright by Write Score LLC
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Excellence in Customer Service

Write Score assists districts, schools, and teachers, across several states to continuously
pursue excellence in meeting the needs and expectations of our customers.

Write Score Customer Service:

e Demonstrates a commitment to the highest standards of service and support;

e Strives to understand the needs of our customers as we work hard to deliver
services that meet those needs;

e Delivers support in a friendly, professional, and timely manner;

e Instructs customers on the proper and best use of our data and resources;

e Provides solid instructional and technology support;

e Embraces constructive change as an opportunity for continuous improvement;

e Has earned the trust, confidence, and respect of the people that we serve.

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713 (866) 456-0590
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We are very pleased with the availability, quick response to our request, patience, and follow-
up of your customer service contact person.

—Dr. Nestor Diaz, Assistant Principal

You all have been so great with supporting us with so many questions/student lockouts,
etc. We really, really do appreciate you!

—Alison Boivin, Assessment Development Program Manager, Formative Assessments

Many thanks again for the EXCELLENT support you and your TEAM have consistently
provided!

—Timmeko Parks, CST

Thank you so much for your help during the assessment process. | can't say enough great
things about Customer Support at Write Score!

—Elizabeth Brown, Assistant Principal of Instruction

While there have been many benefits that have come from our association with Write
Score, your willingness to be flexible and accommodate our needs has been truly
outstanding. You are an excellent company with which to work.

—Barbara Sager, CRT

Write Score has been a valuable tool for us to use as a progress monitor. It is a well-planned
objective measure. We have made great strides this year.

—Christine Levings, Reading Coach

The quick feedback provides teachers with the ability to focus on various targeted areas to

meet the needs of students. The stories were liked by our students and the graphics and
presentation of material was outstanding.

— Amy Gael, CRT

350 Englenook Dr., Debary, FL 32713
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Write Score is an excellent program to help teachers improve their students’ writing. The
graphs and reports are helpful in that they help teachers to pinpoint the weak areas in their
writing program.

— B. Milligan, Principal

The use of Write Score has bumped our writing instruction to the next level. By eliminating
teacher subjectivity' we are able to have a critical look at student writing and accurately
identify areas for instruction. We are able to move up those students who are having difficulty
and also fine tune those who are meeting standards to push them to exceed.

— Susan Norton, Assistant Principal

Thank you so much for your continued support! We have seen the benefits of the Write Score
Assessments in regards to preparation for our state assessment.

— Shawna McCoy, Assistant Principal

The help and assistance we received from Write Score was unmatched with any other
company that we have ever had the opportunity to work with.

— Tiffany Ward, Principal

For the past three years, our teachers still ask if their scores and data have arrived yet ~ the
data is phenomenal and useful to drive instruction! Write Score goes out of their way to get
things back in a timely manner. Their customer assistance (s always positive and enthusiastic
and gets answers to any question you may have.

— Lannie Wiles, CRT
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